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MYNYDDI3LWYN  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Area  of  District  - 5>415  acres 

Rateable  Value,  31st. March, 1956  - £61,569. 

Product  of  Id.  Rate  1955/56  - £220  - 8.  - 

Population  (Estimated  Mid  1955)  - 15>170* 

Population  (Estimated  Mid  1956)  - 15 , 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population  1955  - 17*9 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population  1956  - 16.47 

Live  Births,  1955  - 272 

Live  Births,  1956  - 252 

Number  of  Deaths,  1955  - 148 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Population  - 9*75 

Number  of  Deaths  1956  - ‘ 149 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Population  - 9*73 

Infant  Mortality  Rate,  1955  - 18.4 

Infant  Mortality  Rate,  1956 
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35*7 


MTNYDDISLWYN  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


REPORT 


Of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Urban  District  Council  of 
Kynyddislwyn  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  195©* 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  Mynyddislwyn  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1956. 


vShowing  the  Comparisons  of  the  Vital  Statistics 
of  Mynyddislwyn  Urban  District,  the  County  of 
Monmouthshire,  and  England  and  Wales. 


The  County  of 
Monmouthshire 

Mynyddislwyn 
Urban  District 

; England 
& Wales 

i I 

Live  Birth  Rate  1956. 

l6.‘/6 

16.47 

15.7 

j 

Live  Birth  Rate  1955* 

- 

15.29 

17.9 

\ ! 
• 15.0 
, . . j 

j _ jj._  ■ * . mi  ■ i i i 

Still  Birth  Rate  1956. 

_ _ . 

0.51 

0.84 

l 

' j 

Still  Birth  Rato  1955. 

0.51 

0.72 

i 

Death  Rate  1956. 

1 

11.96 

9.73 

11.7 

, - . . . -| 

Death  Rate  1955* 

12.40 

9.75 

i 

11.7 

Infantile  Mortality 
Rate  1956* 

1 

28.96 

35.7 

23.8 

Infantile  Mortality 

Rate  1955- 

33.96 

1 

18.4 

24.9 

B.  I R T H 


n 

O 


The  total  number  of  births  registered  locally  during  1956  as 
belonging  to  the  district  was  J2,  of  which  33  were  males  and  39 
were  females. 

The  number  of  births  registered  outside  the  District  was  180. 
(Males  86,  Females  94)  • 

The  Registrar  General's  return  of  births  is  252.  Of  this  number 
119  were  males  and  133  females. 

The  number  of  legitimate  births  was  118  males  and  131  females. 

The  total  number  of  illegitimate  births  from  the  Registrar  Gener- 
al's return  is  3 (1  Male  and  2 Females). 

The  number  of  births  during  the  year  195&  is  20  less  than  was 
recorded  for  1955* 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rato  is  35*7* 


Causes  of  Death 


T A B L E 1. 


Causes  of  Death 
ALL  CAUS  CS. 

K 

77 

F 

72 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2 

2 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other. 

— 

3- 

Syphilitic  disease. 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria. 

— 

— ■- 

5. 

Whooping  Cough. 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections. 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles. 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases. 

— 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach. 

1 

4 

n. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus. 

3 

— 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast. 

— 

2 

13. 

, Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus. 

— 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms. 

7 

3 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia. 

l 

— 

16. 

Diabetes . 

— 

— 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. 

6 

11 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina. 

12 

6 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease. 

— 

4 

20. 

Other  heart  disease. 

15 

22 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

2 

22. 

Influenza. 

— 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia. 

4 

— 

24. 

Bronchitis. 

7 

2 

25- 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system. 

3 

— 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum. 

1 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea. 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis. 

— 

2 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion. 

— 

1 

31. 

Congenital  malformations . 

— 

1 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases. 

7 

6 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents. 

— 

— 

34. 

Suicides. 

— 

— 

35. 

Homicides  and  operations  of  war. 

— 

l 

36. 

All  other  accidents. 

5 

1 

Deaths  in  infants  under  1 year  of  age 

5 

3 

Legitimate 

5 

3 

Illegitimate 

— 

— — 

TOTAL  BIRTHS 

119 

133 

Legitimate 

118 

131 

Illegitimate 

1 

2 

STILL  BIRTHS 

7 

6 

Legitimate 

6 

6 

Illegitimate 

1 

— — 

Estimated  population  195&  for  birth  and  death  rates  153^0 

TABLE  11 


Showing  the  number  of  Births  registered  in  the  Mynyddislwyn  Urban 
Area  during  195&  according  to  sex,  month,  quarter  of  occurrence, 
together  with  transferable  births. 

Month 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Quarterly 

Births. 

January 

4 

4 

8 

February 

6 

4 

10 

March 

4 

1 

5 

23 

April 

4 

1 

5 

May 

1 

3 

4 

June 

4 

4 

8 

17 

July 

2 

5 

7 

August 

2 

6 

8 

September 

3 

3 

6 

21 

October 

- 

2 

2 

November 

3 

3 

6 

December 

- 

3 

3 

11 

Totals  = 

33 

39 

72 

72 

Inward 

Transferable 

Births 

86 

94 

180 

Grand  Total 
for  195^* 

119 

133 

252 

TABLE  111. 


Showing  the  infant  deaths  (i.e.  deaths  in  infants  under  1 year  of  age) 
Occurring  during  195&,  by  cause  and  in  age  groups. 


Cause  of  death. 

0 to  4 
weeks. 

4 Weeks  to 
one  year 

All  causes  

1 

3 

Measles  ...... 

- 

- 

Diphtheria  

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough  

- 

- 

Influenza  

- 

- 

Cerebral  Spinal  Fever 

- 

- 

Cancer  (Malignant  Disease)  . 

- 

- 

Syphilis  

- 

- 

Tuberculosis  

- 

- 

Bronchitis 

- 

- 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . . 

- 

2 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

- 

- 

Diarrhoea,  Castritis,&  Enteritis 

- 

- 

Congenital  Malformations 

- 

- 

Premature  Births 

- 

- 

Violence 

- 

- 

Anencephaly 

- 

- 

Pulmonary  Atelectasis  . 

1 

1 

Other  causes 

- 

- 

Measles 

Opthalmia  Neonatoreum 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Gastro  Enteritis 

Poliomyelitis 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever 

Type  of  Disease 

Analysis  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  this  District  during  1956  showing  Age/Sex  distribution  of 
the  cases  of  Infectious  Iiseases  notified  in  the  District  in  195&,  also  showing  admission  of 

same  to  Hospital. 
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TAB  LEV. 


Showing  monthly  notifications  of  Tuberculosis  (gill  forms)  For  the  Year  195&* 


Month 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

January 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

February 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

March 

1 

5 

- 

- 

6 

April 

3 

l 

1 

- 

5 

May 

1 

- 

- 

- 

l 

June 

1 

l 

- 

- 

2 

July 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

August 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

September 

- 

- 

- 

- 

October 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

November 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

December 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals  = 

9 

7 

1 

1 

18 
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In  conclusion  I wish  to  thr.nk  the  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Officers 
of  all  Departments  of  the  Council  for  their  willing  co-operation 
during  the  year. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  servant., 

H.V.M.  JONES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


(JHgntjhMslfogrt  Prban  Jtstrict  (Emmctl 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 
R E P 0 t R T 

for  the  year 

19  5 6. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Mynyddislwyn  Urban  District 

Council . 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies,  & Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to 

present  my  report  for  the  year  ending  December  3Ist» > 195&» 


•• 
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MILK  SUPPLY. 

There  are  15  retailers  who  sell  milk  from  dairies  situated  in 
this  area,  and  there  are  9 retailers  whose  premises  are  outside. 

Licences  issued  under  the  Milk  (Specail  Designations) 
Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk  Regulations  1949,  and  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Raw  Milk  Regulations  1949  are  as  follows 


Dealers  licenced  to  sell  Pasteurised  milk  - 14. 
Dealers  licenced  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  - 15. 
Dealers  licenced  to  sell  Sterilised  milk  - 13. 
Supplemantary  licences  to  retailers  outside  the 

area  to  sell  designated  milk  in  the  area  - 9* 


l6  Samples  of  designated  milk  were  taken  and  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination.  Of  these  1 was  below  standard.  The 
dairy  concerned,  which  is  outside  this  area  was  notified.  Subsequent 
examination  of  the  milk  from  this  source  showed  a satisfactory  improvement. 

The  number  of  inspections  of  Dairy  Premises  was  62. 

ICE  CREAK. 


Ice-cream  is  a much  safer  food  than  it  was  in  pre-war  days. 

Most  of  it  is  produced  in  ideal  conditions  in  factories  in  which  there 
is  maintained  a very  high  standard  of  hygiene.  It  is  delivered  to  the 
shops  in  cartons,  and  stored  at  the  correct  temperature  in  refrigerators 
until  it  is  sold  to  the  consumer.  Most  of  it  is  prepacked,  and  this  of 
course  reduces  the  risk  of  contamination  to  a minimum.  12  samples  wore 
taken  during  the  year  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination,  all 
of  which  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

There  are  30  retailers  of  ice-cream  on  the  Register. 

Number  of  premises  registered  during  the  year.  - 2 

Number  of  premises  registered  - 30 

Number  of  registered  persons  producing  - 2 

Number  of  inspections  of  premises  and  vehicles 


41 


F 0 0DPREK1SES 


During  the  year  under  review  a marked  improvement  was  obtained 
in  the  general  standard  of  food  handling  hygiene  in  all  food  premises. 

This  was  the  result  of  course  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955*  which 
provided  for  certain  specific  requirements  designed  to  prevent  the 
contamination  of  food.  Many  of  these  entailed  structural  improvements  of 
premises,  and  which  involved  some  owners  in  considerable  expense.  Despite 
this  however,  the  trade  generally  responded  very  well,  and  I had  a full 
measure  of  co-operation  which  produced  very  satisfactory  results.  I found 
that  a policy  of  persuasion  and  a study  of  proposals  which  were  given  in 
personal  interviews  with  the  owners  produced  much  better  results  than  the 
service  of  formal  notices.  In  some  cases  structural  improvements  of  premises 
far  exceeded  the  demands  of  the  Regulations, 

In  connection  with  the  inspection  of  food  premises,  the  following 
is  a summary  of  the  visits  made  throughout  the  year 


Type  of  Premises 

No  of  visits  made 

Butchers  Shops 

- 

l6l 

Greengrocer  Shops 

- 

106 

Fishmongers  Shops 

- 

17 

Premises  registered  for 

preparation  of  food 

— 

45 

Other  premises  where 

food  is  stored/and/or 
sold. 

217 

Premises  registered 

for  the  sale  of  ice-cream 

•— 

27 

MEAT  II  IS  PEC  TI  OH . 


There  is  at  present  no  slaughterhouse  in  the  area.  Nearly 
all  the  meat  obtained  in  the  area  is  purchased  from  slaughterhouses  in 
Maesycwmmer,  Newport,  and  Abergavenny,  and  all  these  premises  are  maintained 
by  an  adequate  inspection  staff.  At  Maesycwmmer  the  salary  of  the  full-time 
meat  inspector  is  by  agreement  apportioned  between  the  councils  of  Bedwellty, 
Gelligaer,  Bedwas  and  M&chen,  and  Mynyddislwyn. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  animals  killed  and  the 
amount  of  meat  condemned  in  the  Maesycwmmer  Slaughterhouse. 


CATTLE 

CALVES 

SHEEP 

PIGS 

2811 

rrm 4 ; — “ — 3 

425 

17492 

7559 

This  gives  a total  weight  of  approx. 1050  tons.  The  toal  weight  of 
moat  and  offal  condemned  was  approximately  15  tons  - 3cwts. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  - Sampling. 


My  acknowledgement  is  once  again  due  to  Mr.  A.W.  Prosser, 
Chief  weights  and  Measures  Inspector  for  the  County,  in  supplying  me 
with  the  following  information  of  samples  of  food  and  drink  taken  for 
examination  under  the  Foods  & Drugs  Act  in  this  area. 

During  the  year  1 49  samples  were  taken,  consisting  of 
41  milks;  4 other  foods;  and  4 of  ice-cream. 

I am  happy  to  say  that  the  Public  Analyst  certified  all 
these  samples  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  various  standards  required. 


FOOD  INSPECTION 

The  following  items  show 

the  variety  of  Food 
the  year 

Stuffs  condemned  during 

Type  of  Food 
Condemned . 

Weight  in  lbs. 

Cheese 

- 

3 

Corned  Beef 

- 

71 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

- 

21 

Pork  Sausage 

- 

18 

Ham 

- 

34 

Other  Meats 

- 

4 

Butter 

- 

2 

Margarine 

- 

24 

The  following  table  is  set  out  to  show  the  amount  of  tinned  goods 
condemned  during  the  year  1956. 


TINNED  GO 

0 D S 

Type  of  food  condemned 

Amount  of  tins 

Soup 

2 

Evaporated  & 
Condensed  milk 

5 

Fish 

5 

Peas  and  Beans 

11 

Tomatoes 

31 

Fruit 

17 

GENERAL  INFORMATION  AND  STATISTICS  ON  THE 
COUNCIL'S  SWIMMING  BATHS  AT  PGNTLLANFRAITH 


This  very  fine  swimming  baths  is  an  amenity  which  is  very  much 
appreciated  in  this  and  surrounding  areas  on  account  of  its  beautiful  setting 
and  the  facilities  afforded,  and  also  by  the  excellent  way  in  which  it  is 
managed  by  the  Baths  Superintendent,  Mr.  J.  Musselwhite . ■ , 

I 

The  wet  summer  of  1956  discouraged  a high  number  of  attendances. 

A study  of  comparisons  with  the  figures  for  1955  give  a good  indication 
of  the  popularity  of  bathing  when  the  weather  is  suitable 


Year 

Year 

Year 

1956 

. 195.5  . 

1954 

B a thers  ( adul t s ) 

3687 

12104 

1351 

Bathers  (Juveniles) 

16009 

29336 

11953 

S pec tutors  ( adul ts ) 

1415 

4895 

941 

Spo eta. tors  (juveniles) 

998 

3235 

891 

The  figure  for  juvenile  bathers  include  5392  attendances  of  children 
in  supervised  school  parties,  and  who  receive  swimming  instruction. 


H 0 U SING 


THE  FOLLOWING  TABLE  INDICATES  THE  PROGRESS  OF  BUILDING  IN  THIS 
AREA  BY  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY,  AND  BY  PRIVATE  ENTERPRISE 

Temp. 
i^re-Fabs . 

Traditional 
( including 
requisitioned 
property 

Total 

No.  of  dwellings  owned 
by  Local  Authority  on 
31st.  December,  195&. 
(including  flats). 

99 

1144 

1243 

No.  of  houses  in 
course  of  erection 

31.  12.  56. 

— 

40 

40 

No.  of  houses  for 
which  sanction  had 
been  given,  but  which 
had  not  been  commenced 
on  31.  12.  56. 

— 

20 

20 

No.  of  dwellings 
completed  during  the 
year 

(a)  By  Local  Authority 

— 

28 

28 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise 

— 

36 

36 

Total  = 

— 

64 

64 

HOUSING  1956 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year 

64 

1.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 
of  formal  notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local.  Authority  or  their  officers. 

162 

2.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 
Proceedings  under  sections,  9»  10,  and  l6 
of  the  Housing  Act,  193&. 

(l)Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs. 

— 

(2)Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

— 

Proceedings  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act 
1936: 

1.  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 
Demolition  Orders. 

2.  No.  of  houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  Closing 

Orders  made  under  Section  10.  Local  Government 

(Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953* 

8 

1 

P Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts:- 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  wore 
remedied  after  of  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

5 

5 

FACTORY  ACT,  1937 


1.  Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspector. 


Number  on 
the 

Regis  ter 

Number 

Inspections 

of 

Written 

Notices 

Occupier 

Prosecuted 

(l)Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2 ,3, 4 &6 
enforced  by  Local 
Authority 

30 

40 

- 

- 

(2)Fr.  ctorxes  not 
included  in  ( 1 ) to 
which  Section  7 
applies. 

7 

12 

- 

- 

(3)  Othcrpremises. 
under  the  Act 
(excluding  out- 
workers premises) 

— 

— 

- 

- 

Total 

37 

52 

- 

- 

2.  DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES. 


Particulars. 

Found 

Remedied 

Number 

of 

Defects. 

Referred  by  H. M. 
Inspector. 

Referred  to  H.K. 
Inspector. 

Number  of 
Prosecutions. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

5 

5 

- 

- 

- 

Want  of  ventilation  (S.4) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Want  of  drainage  to  floors  (S.6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

( Insufficient 

— 

2 

2 



Sanitary  ( Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Accomrriodr-.tion  ( not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

Total 

7 

9 

2 

- 

- 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

REPORT  FOR  12  MONTHS  ENDED  31st. March 

1 2 5 L 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY. 

INDEX. 

1. 

2. 

. 3. 

4. 

3. 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 
Houses 
( including 
Council  Houses) 

All  other 
( including 
business 
Premises . ) 

Total 

of 

Cols . , 

1,2,3. 

Agricultural  1 

' 

"V 

1. Number  of  properties 
in  Local  Authority’s 
Dis trict. 

6 

4216 

169 

4385 

63 

i 

■> 

2. Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a result 
of  (a)  Notification 

(b)  Survey  under 
the  act. 

(c) Otherwise: 
e.g.when  visited 
primarily  for  some 
other  purpose 

6 

93 

32 

131 

| 

• 

1 

i 

- 

400 

43 

443 

20 

- 

11 

1 

12 

i 

3. Number  of  properties 
inspected  (in  Section 
2) which  were  found  to 
be  infested  by: 

Rats  (Major 

1 

1 

1 

Rats  (Minor 

6 

127 

33 

l66 

— 

Mice  (Mai or 

— 

— 

Mice  (Minor 

- 

13  . 

— 

13... 

— 

4. Number  of  infested 
properties ( In  Sec. 3 
treated  by  the  Local 
Authority) (Figures 
should  NOT  exceed 
those  given  in  Sec. 3) 

6 

131 

29 

166 

— 

5. Number  of  notices 
served  Under  Section 
4 of  the  Act: 

(a)  Treatment 

(b)  Structural  Work 
i.e.  Proofing. 

) 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6. Number  of  cases  in 
which  default  action 
was  taken  following 
the  issue  of  a notice 
under  Section  4 of  the 
Act. 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 . Legal  Proceedings. 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8.  Number  cf  "Block” 
Control  schemes  carried 

out. 

- 

— 

— 

— 

I 


' 


■ 


) ; 


J 


. 


• « ■ 


In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  Officers  of  all 
departments  of  the  Council  for  their  willing 
co-operation  during  the  year. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servent, 

J.  LLOYD  JONES, 

Public  Health  Inspects 
& Shops  Inspector. 


